
 

 

Wall Street’s “Irrational Exuberance” Inspires Portraits of Key Players in 
Credit Crunch by Geoffrey Stein, a “recovering lawyer” turned artist 
 
Heroes, Villains , Masters of the Universe ….they’re all part of a Wall Street 
inspired new exhibition “Irrational Exuberance” at the Lionheart Gallery in 
Pound Ridge, NY from May 18 through June 3. Former Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan used the term “irrational exuberance” in 1996 to 
describe the optimism of the market during the tech bubble that proceded the 
real estate bubble that lead to the recession of 2008-9, which radiated from 
Wall Street throughout the country. “Irrational Exuberance” is a series of 
provocative portraits featuring some of the key players involved in the credit 
crisis - both in its creation and regulation. Artist Geoffrey Stein, who calls 
himself a “recovering lawyer”, gave up a successful career in reinsurance 
litigation to pursue his lifelong interest in making art, becoming a full time 
artist in 2000 and earning his MFA from the Slade School of Fine Art in London 
in 2007. He began his “Irrational Exuberance” portrait series in 2009 “when the 
US economy seemed to be in danger of shutting down.”  Mr. Stein will greet 
guests at an opening reception at The Lionheart Gallery on Saturday, May 18 
from 4 to 6 p.m.  
 
Stein’s portraits combine recognizable facial features rendered in acrylic and oil 
on canvas with elements of newsprint appropriate for each character, creating 
striking collages which provide additional impact and insight into his subjects. 
His portrait gallery at the Lionheart includes Ben Bernanke, Tim Geithner, 
Secretary of the Treasury under Obama, and Ken Lewis, former President, CEO 
and Chairman of Bank of America, all of whose portraits are a collage with news 
print from the Wall Street Journal.  Jamie Dimon, Chairman, President and CEO 
of JP Morgan Chase is ‘collaged’ with text from the WSJ, NY Times, Barrons and 
The Financial Times. Bernie Madoff’s collage combines text from the SEC 
(Securities Exchange Commission) and Dept. of Justice complaints in his acrylic 
on canvas portrait. Two women share Stein’s hall of fame. The image of 
Elizabeth Warren – whom Stein considers an unsung hero - features text from 
the Dodd-Frank Act authorizing the creation of the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau. Another woman in the series, Sheila Bair, the FDIC Chairman 
under George Bush who Time magazine called  “one of the most powerful 
women in the world” in 2008, is collaged with print from the Wall Street Journal. 
 
Stein says he uses collage to provide “a secondary meaning in the text or image 
that becomes an important part of the finished work.” Collage is also a way of 
capturing the fast-paced, often fragmented moving images of our 21st Century 
culture and allows him to “layer multiple images over the scaffolding of a 
drawing.” 
 
The Lionheart Gallery is open Wednesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sunday from 12 to 4 p.m. (914) 764-8689 or www.thelionheartgallery.com 



 

 

 
Written by Nancy Helle 


